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office of E. B. Sherman. 



ROOU n, NO. 103 A2*us STRCCT. 
Osscou Um* £afrttc« Pott Oft c«. 



Master in Chancery 



OF the Circuit Court of tho United States. 




/isLcacfC',^ -February 10th,- 8. 



Hoik Simeon R. Baldwin, 
New Haven, Conn. 



Uy Dear Sirr- 



1 have perused your address on a The Japtives of tho 
Ainist&d" 'Tith intense interest. 

ffhen 1 was about seven' years of age, my father, 
Elias H. Sherman, resided in Euosfcurg, Vermont* He was one of the 
original abolitionists and was a "conductor* and n statiou agent" 
of "The Underground "Railroad . One morning 1 f-cund that a hand— 
some young negro had'mysteriously arrived durimg the preceding 
night; it was. Antonio, the cook of the Araistad*v ^ho had escaped. 
He was jolly and Rood natured and helped about the cooking. 
Or eat 1 y to his^ amusement, I e/cper linen ted to see whether the color 
on his hands would rub off. A night or tjwo afterward, he disap- 
peared as mysteriously as he had . come — my father had taken him to 
Canada, aoout f if teen'mil es distant. Antonio told me all the c ir— 
cumsLtances connected with the capture of the Amistad, and his es- 
cape th rough . the- kindness of friends. T!*e. occurrence made a veryy 
vivid impression upon my mind, and 1. recall the circumstances, as 
though but yeaterday. 

Accept my sincere' thanks for your very valuable paper. 

Your friend, " % 
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0. S- DISTRICT COURT. 

* Africans of the AmisiatL 

Tkuriday aflerncoiL. 

Tha examination of Antonio was eonclnded; bis 
testimony howeve r u s*i entirely consilient vrivL ilnx 
already given, at hoi to csed repetition- 

The District Attorney then iniroJcccd the depo- 
sitions cf James Ray and George YY. Pierce, man* 
eet* oo hoard of the emier. jiving a detailed state- 
1 most of the captnre of lb* African* on the "Lang 
Island shore. .-, They were however mere repetitions 
of what bos already been extensively published- — 
He also introduced thopapets of its Amu lad and 
tho permit to ..Monies msjfr^&uiz? aathorixxc£ 
. Montet to ukn^ihres .negreWs, Jq»% Fraociica 
nsd Joiepaa, stn3 Kuxr/^fi? sla^ei, on "board the 
Aaisiad to Principe-— also' a permit to Ruir to pass A 
from Fane Principe. io Havana, cm his osaal 
tile coslnet tK * V 

Thk d>cc^-fiw tbo Afnnics xa&cdcced Mr. D. 
FnxaciS-B«ico3 r of th i s dr^, as a witness, who testf- 
ccd.lbat.be lert the coast of Africa on" the 13 th of 
Jo3y butt.— ihat he knows a place called Dnmbukcro 
-—ft is on ill and in the river cr Iorocn of GaUinas-- — 
* Thero Is Vn exx-nrirc slave Fa dorr oideno: there — 
there aro oictft en t et ln hHi hmrnts on diacTcntlslaods. 

Gen. Ishxm — -v\£bat is'aU tbts— what bis dns to 

J do with the r^e before the coattl. '' 

- -' ■ - '•*.,* £X" • ' **' 
" Mr- Doldwin— We expect to connect jt with the 

case by showing that a part at least of lb e Africans 
y were recenlry carried 'from this very place to Ha- 



Witness — The person &> barge wna" named lion 
Alvarez, The sircarnc Is not ased by-Spaniards in ■ 
addressicj; each, other. Tfab establishment is f^j 
1 to'bcloo$ to tho house of Martinet, in Uarscat Tito 
TeasaU; trading the rn bare the private li^nal of that' 
• boose— ft unite flag with, the letter M. I know* 
Pedro Blanco welL "I hare been in his Uoa*e— be u 
nosf^j Harana-— ny tooae is open anotlter island 
-in the Galiinv, bat a short distance from Dandakum. 
Ho mfaimtlo an^fstabUjhment'o^ hli ( iiwa, begun la 
U or r 25. acd ba icdfio May, 1039. *, 

s Africa aa deal eKtcniiirely &i slaves— Jt is, an 

ime am prfsooerf of nor— 
IS ibe Interior, eall* 



dinros. "They are ibe most tntellireat and best ed- 
tjcaied nation In this part of Africa: TLe tatut in- 
■ telJi'eat and most asefnJ agents of the slave dealers 
i are those « bo arced crated at Stern Leone; they 
are the mo^t nKfuI becanse they baro education 
and ipealc English. 

1 have seen the* Africans here— I con no I determine 
the cation to which they belong from their appear- 
ance. Thej^havo a grorral resemhlacco to the 
many tbonsands I hare seen at Gaillnax. I know 
nothing of tJ e interior cf Africa, Mendl is describ- 
ed to be farther in the interior than my information 
extended. I mode inquiries, and tried to takcnmj&- 
ootes, bul sUpcrsoas drdined toiofonn rce-. Dared 
not Tent are in the interior myself; in fart the people 
are 5n»picica< of .every person who r -.-^«M jeqenrics 
and lakes notes. 

Negroes are CreoccBily-soM for debt along" the 
coast — I do not know that it is so ax GaHicns— also 
lor crimes. 

District Attorney — Do the Africans understand 
the nature of on oath I 

Mr. Baldwin— What possible propriety can there 
bo in that question ! The Conn has admitted the 
Africans hero to bo mora- Does the r^nllemon 
intend, by i hot* in* that the native* uf Africa arc ig- 
norant of lha nmnro of an oath, to prove that the 
0*nrt bos erred ! 

Mr- "AnomeT withdrew the qar^lioa. 
The Diitrict Atlprney morrd fcr n postponerceni 
of the enie, on the p ito ?rd of the rt h^^tc of an im- 
portant witness. Mans. Vigo, who is sick at Boston, 
■"and whi, he. cla ime d,, woold prove drat slaves.wcre 
an article of corn rce rce in Cuba, and that there wnv 1 
-no Saw so prohibit the trarnc;, and also dispros^cJi 
the facu stated,by Dr. oladdenT^i^ 

Mr. Daldwsn proposed to call open the Marshal 
to prove that at Nen London ifons-sVira said tho: 
the slavM.were from Africa, and by the laws of Ccba * 
ccxdd not be h**ld in bondage,'-— in order to show 
thai bis trjjitn»tay coold not on maieriak and that 
the case .oa*ht Out to be postponed tin that acrooat. 
Ha argoH that a» the Attorney hail rrceived xn\~ur- 
rnation of tho jnckness of t|w{ritness the day pr*-ri- 
oos, and bad 'sneered the case to go on for the per- 
pose of jEt&nf oat the eviderxn'on the othrr side, 

he ccitairdy cocH oot hato the face to claim a post- 
poeement.^ _f . ■■* 

- Coort— Mr. FTsJdwir^vno'bave died very improper 
langonce, and have rondo on improper imputation, 
as^lcsi tjie Atiorney. If he had made the motion • 
yesterday, J sb'mild cot haw postponed the case 
until all tho testimony w}aich ccolj! he ^btninedjnad . 
vbeen* to, bd»1 tho wnrtlyDa ose. ImraW a cobrsrr to ' 
the Attorney ofiirhich bo bnie.irbocn guilty. * ? 

Mr. D'aldwro^-1 did not rtso ibe trrro tn the kdu 
onderstood bj tho CboVfc I widnJmw U, ; 

■ Mr,^i»pIes-^Ceitainly the cDtrtwa tlakefl 
drawn oot oll thchiilory \a ther-aic^ncJit wU] 

">polnt.lrtsjrnochhfm. TI-to 




ToiU i 

iiZnJ r allow me to t 
alary of ihn maacei 
to? Iku to «btch I 

I wnj ihi« Urorl 
drxingit oo the ox 
Jaa=xry f 1838« nfir 
and hut ia Krbrcai 
I pt^j> ibe 5^*1 of 
lor hii larpe liarc 
od>1 aU of hu n+eni 
esiabHihincaUa Spa 
bsutoct*. I rgorirti 
tin. \V!u!fl thai j 
cane familiar with 
ttKch traA carried 
lhal LwpaU cot a! 
thoagb tlicj bod be 
nauoas I mijebt be 

In the cnidccctt ; 
fa) La pake toe of , 
the traSc of wldrfi; 
aic ooi Cacti of comj 
ibajc trho have 

fbrgei my tttxmrttxu 
the *ca tbix^ iw, j 
frratdleu waadcre 
axd ctoubffd or. * 
^th c ia a ttclcoxn^ ba 
anxih<cs lo topply ! 
kindflcst fsUirarrd n 
idc*xx nbruad* Al 

ioa< 5 tbca rarroawfc 
froa aaTaj^s ^bT 
tfcr era-it fcr 
«ber .Ur^ ca; 
mor^ diaxiiy for can 
I njsVe ilutfeai 
uojcutbolb lo ifcra 
go forth oo any sub] 

^rdrrtrM to tbesa wbi 
gaest and an ir^iir^ 

cxpretsed opiraoai j 
Yoara f 
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Witn 'tt. tnd ho lo(f In My, 1030, :% 

Afrlonnt deul intloniWely In olavw— It ,ii on 

irno ore prfioiicrB of war— 
MB tlw itiiciior, call* 




tfndcrMoad by ibo Court* I wiitiJww li« 

Mr- ^inptcfi— CVnoluly lli.3 COUrs* , taken b£ 

drown out all ihohUtory lailw M^^n^i wfUnfg 

be rxc^dlii^Ijr pltoannl to the Attorney tod»w d 

ll^it^pfaHb rrlm. ' t^wwMjid 



i; 



fe wb^(lie -slaw* are not 
• tointffcre sold a» slaves on nc- 
^fcouni. of ibeir : crimen, often for crimes Tar which 
persons are put to death, when the slave trade docs 

Hot cldst— none but negroes penetrate the interior— 
jt is extremely dangerous for a while man to attempt 
iu A Spaniard however invited me to go with him 
two ot three days journoy, to the place intermediate, 
betwten the coast and the Langobar country, hd in- 
terior rendezvous or marte. r • * - 

Thp Langouar country extendi r-frorn about 30 
milek south of Gailinato about 2 or 300 miles north, 
and (ui naknewn distance towards the interior- I 
oi and never could learn of any country beyond 
The nearest point of* that country is aboot two 
days journey, or 60 miles from -the coast The 6a - 
tanoe « there measured by. day's journey on foot, 

..aaoally estimated at oboulSO roilew. ' -- 

- • * ■ - " v.s.*i - 

The slaves are of all ages and conditions— abont 
one half are /children, TEey axtj moro profitable "„ 
—-never heard of the Mandi country until I - came 
Lo New Haven — I was two years 'aind-seveimonlhs 
.on the coast— I left (^ffinas on the first of -March 
; sod the cpWtjxDy'iha 13throf- July^tbft,7ar nation 
"^ idf - ■ about lOOjmles cross -wife^tbe alavo foe- 





(hat of Vlga, «Sl 

diet IiJinP5p^S 
consent that the 7 
of what ih e Witness 
i sla'ernrnt shall bo token as the 
witness* 

Gen. Isbarn gave an extended detail of the fact* 
connected with the suits against Ituir and filootez in 
Wow York, ftnd;«nggested that jf the case was post- 
poned he might wish to in^odoco Ruhuu a witness, 
' MrrSta^!es— Who is ^ix-~wh6 proposes (o c* 
nminebimT Roa is apai^— can he besworn ? 

Gen. r tahtun— Yes r be can. 

',; Mr.' Atopies— After what has pWd, I oo^nnt 
^be rarpri«a. at any- thing, ^"perron might 
have been dt^hnrged x>p bail— persons offi^Viiy 
they oeedei Jfaey Imre agenta in Boston, R, York 
and^New -London; '* 
- Gen. Isbam^New l-£madoti is nor iandakoim.— 
We have no slaves there. * ■ - *v - " 
Mr* ^Staples— I do not know wiiat that has to do 
; Wiethe qiieadoh, any mom.than tbeicodiale ships. 
I bope tbere fa to pei^n there engaged in the slave 
^^I : ?™t>^n? iirenone except lawrers. Hei 



says be wishes to ^intrrfuc^a pany aa tfwirjwss. 




mlai^^opubn -fiee/stiindr there, whicb'js r dld Jou maKe YOurlong.speech.fdr ? ' J 
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lha roost intelligent and bested- 
hi* part of Africa; The moat in- 
useful agent* of the slave dealers 
educated at Sierm Leone; they 
efiil becaiae they have education 

b.. * ■ *; ^ 

siricao* here— rl cannot determine 
ill they belong from their appear- 
•e a general resemblance to the 
have Men at Gallinas. I know 
srior of Africa. Mendi is describ* 

1 die interior than my information 
le inquiries, and tried to lake some- 
ans declined to inform me. , Dared 
interior myself; in fact tbe people 
every person who mokes inquiries 

requcntly- sold for debt along" ibo 
now that it is so at Gallinas — also 



Do the Africans understand 
oath 1 

rWhat possible propriety can there 
on? The Court has admitted the 
be sworn- Does -the gentleman 
tg that the natives of Africa are ig- 
turo of an oath, to prove that the 

withdrew the question. 
Attorney moved for ^postponement 
le ground of tbe absence of an ira- 
Mam. Vigo, who is sick at Boston, 
ned. . would prove Utat slaves were 
nnsraa in Cuba, ; and thai there was* 
if the rraSa;. and also dispro^atf'aJl 
y Dr-MaddenT^lv 
proposed to call upon the Marshal 
New London Moos.sVIga siid-'that 
■om Africa, and by [be laws of Cuba 
!d in bondagei — in order to show 
ny could not be material, and that 
it to be postponed on tbat account, 
u the Attorney bad received infijr* 
kne#i of tbe.witness tbo day pr*vi- 
fered tbe case to go on fur the pur- 
out ihe evidence on tbe othrrside, 
d not hare the face to claim n post- 



•aTfce argument was opened by Mr. BralnarJ in" 
behalf of Lieut. Gcdn»-y;.hc was followed by Gov. 
Ellsworth, presenting tho clnfms of Captain Green* 
and Mr. Cleave) and, who opposed the claims for 
salvage .of Lieut. Gedney and Copt. Green* . 

A full synopsis of the arguments of Counsel 
will be given to-morrow. 



- - To the Editor* of the Herald. 
Gejctlemes.— In connexion with tbe ivport of* 
the evidence yesterday given in the case of the Am- 
istad, allow me to state n few cjrcumslances explan- 
atory of tbe manner in whirh.lt^ecame possessed of 
tne facts to which I tcsri6ed. 

I was thiee timed at Gnllinas daring my long wan- 
derings on tho coast of Western Africa;— -first in 
January, 1838, afterwards in May o( ^tbe same year, 
and lost in February. 1839- On each of these visits 
I was the guest of Dun Pedro Blanco, long famous 
for bis large share in tbe slave trade. From him 
on*I all of bis agents, and also from those of other 
establishments, Spanish and Portuguese, in tbe fame 
business. 1 received thenwwt unbdnnded ho?p:tn]i 
lies. While thus an inmate of their houses, I be- 
came familiar with all the details of their business, 
which was carried on before mo" in tho confidence 
i box I -would not abuse their hospitality ns a spy; 
though they bad been cautioned tbrx from my con- 
nexions t might be dangerous in linkway. 

In the evidence given, I have therefore been care- 
ful to make use of no circunstance$ relating to the 
the traffic of which I was thus inforped, and which 
aie not facu of common*" HoToriety on he coast among 
ihoso who have never been at liallbas.- To those 
Spaniartis^nL.Giillinaa-and-New Sea ers^ Lean never 
forget my numerous aud.weighty oblgatlons* Wlien 
the sea threw me, time and again, n houseless and 
friendless wanderer on their' short, they received 
and cherished me." and bade me alvays seek among 
^them a welcome home in any distnss. They were 
nnxi"us to supply evety wont, anl their nltuntiv© 
kindness followed me to the lost mtment of my res - 
idence abroad. At tho first tidingsof my shipwreck 
they sent a vessel to search for me ind my compan- 
ions, then surrounded by perils on tea and land, and 
from savages, while British raerjof-war, -scout-in 
... tbo coast for '* blood'tnoncy" "passed, by on the 
'other side/ 1 and coined ibsj\0fiwslo those who hud 
more charity for mariners in distress* 

I make this'comraumcation, licausej consider *\ 
unjust both io them and nm thntnayevidenco shrf 
go forth on any subject connected with ihem^o^P^" 
accarapanj in^ acknowledgment of my ' ,f * - r 
eilncss to those who wag libcrallt to 
guest and an intimatS fneod, when n*j* 
expressed opinions again^ their BfcCOS* 
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usnallyestimaltd at about 30 miles. * 

Tho slave* are of all ages and con<B|ions— about 
one half arts children. They aro more profitable 
—never beard of the MauHi country until I came 
to New Haven— I wai two yean and -i^ven months 
en the coast— I left Gallinaa on the first of March 
and the coast on ~the-13th of July— the. Vai nation 
extend ■ about 100 m^s^J^ wise-r-the slave foe* 
\ 1 tory in question is on^p ihWin Galiina*j called 
2 Baodakora, wjrfch means tho cotton tree, from the, 
fact that a'large cotton tree stand* there, which is 
used as an observatory* - , 

I have never heard of the rivers, named by the 
Africans— we do not commonly use dip native names 
of rivers or places— the Portuguese, who were tho 
Erst discoverers, have given names to ail the moat 

important. 

1 know of no law which prohibits the slave trade 
there, nor did I inquire as to the native laws. The 
law of usage sanctions the slave trade. It is tho 
- universal business of the country and by fax tho most 
profitable. There is a sort of by-play in camwood 

and ivory — 
Staples — B3 ptey, what do you mean by thnr/7 

Witness I mean that those who are too poor to 

purchase slaves, traffic in camwood and ivory.— 
That is. what I call by-play. 

Every person who can raise the -means, is engag- 
ed in u — some are so poor that they confine their 
txsffic to camwood, ivory and oibar similar articles.' 

Gallinas -TS visited by American, Russian and 
Portuguese vessels. " The American Hag is a com- 
plete shelter; no man of war dares to capture an 
" American vessel. One Russian vessel was captur- 
ed, sent to Sierra keonft and afterwards tp^SgfatJd^ 

e apjulcalion; of^lfie'Rnssnui 
ityttunaga.. . .. - , 
itry is a> part oT tfe :Mandiugp eoun*^ 
ride^Mns* of IbeiUier term. TheYAi t 
fiit^yide^c^ All " 

.negroes are amMtlouj to claim the 




and New London. ^ 

Gon, Isbarn-— New -London is not Bandukura-— 
We have no slaves ihere. 

Mr* Staples — I do not know what that has to do 
with the question, any more than their whale ships. 
I hope there is ho person there engaged in the slave 
trade— I trust there are none except lawyers. He 
says he wishes to introduce a party us a witness. 
Gen. Ishara — I do not — I am not about to doit- 
Mr. Staples-r-What then do you intend — whaL 
did you roaice your long speech for 7 

Gen. Isham — Sit down, and twill teTJynu — I will 
explain. The- gentlemen is exceedingly obtuse on 
this point; hut sharp enough on others. I wish the 
case endnd. He deals in drumming up matters, and 
talks of certain things. I am not accustomed to deal 
in ; such"'matters. I have a right to ask the Court 
that^may examine Ruiz as a witness, if the case 
should be continued- 

* Mr. Baldwin ngrred that if the Court should be 
of, opinion that Lieul. Gedney had no claim, the de- 
position of Pratt — excluded for want of notice to 
him — would be admissible ns against Ruiz and Mon- 
tez, who in fact were- represented by the District 
Attorney, who appeared for the IL States and- the 
Spanish government} on behalf of the rightful own?: 
■ er. The Court admitted. It stetedTbat the depSP 
nent was well acquainted with the African coast-— 
Knows the Mendi language and also the Bandi.-— - 
Knew Pedro Blanco ax Lomhoco.. He is sure, frotcr 
tha language, manners and 
Africans, that they were reccn 
rica. ... 
_- -Gptrct 

agreed that the District Attorney 
statement of tho testimony of 
which should bunjmyed as his tesdmou£pnd the 

J*** • - .^7 '. - 

The ttitf^doy wn* conclude by thaiatrodncdon 
by ib« Din net Aunrnoy pf tho ttslimoDy of Hon. 
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